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Allegations split Kearney alums 


But all agree 
Heathwo^ 
was popular 

Sy StMt um 


In the ktc I960i and «tfiy 1970k, 
when boy* and girk at Biehop Kaar 
nay High Sch^ were Mfregatad. 
Brother John Laurence HMthwond 
oITered then a rare bridge. 

Not only did he convene boye 
and girle to the auditonum to per¬ 
form in the mueicali he produced 
and directed, but he waa a teacher 
with whom iiUidenta feh comfort¬ 
able. Heathwood waa involved in 
their Uvea, and he diaplayed a true 
affection for them. 

“A lot of brothers and aiatefi^you 
juat couldn't talk to them. They 


kind of talked over your head.” 
Mary Lou ZobaL who waa at Biahop 
Kaaney from 1967 to 1971, aaid 
ymterday. ”But be uUmd right to 
you almMt Uke you were an equal 
He would be your friend if you 
needed one.” 

Laat month. Nancy Maher, 40. a 
former Biahop Kearny atudent 
filed a lawauh in atate Supreme 
Court chaffing that Heathwood 
aubjected Iw to nearly three de- 
cedm of rape and other eeiual 
abuw. ae well ae phyeical and pay- 
chological abuae. 

Si^ the lawauh made headlinee 
a few daya ago, former Biahop Kear¬ 
ney studenu and teacher* have of- 
femd a inmetimee conflicting por¬ 
trait of Heathwood. 

Toeome, he waa that uiuoue rare 
teacher whoee enthiaiaam for and 
dedication to hh work and hie etu- 
denti allowed him to overcome the 
diitance thet often txmU between 


teechcra end their etudaota. paitk- 
ulariy at a more formal parochial 
■cho^ 

Othare, though, now find hk 
habit of putting hie arm around 
them whm he 
talkad to them 
a breach of 
pratoool. hk 
fanny akp of a 
■tudant going 
onetage in one 
of the echool 
muaicak leee a 
■how of an- 
rouragement 
than a aaxual 
gwture 

What they ManSwaood 
all agree on. though, waa thet 
Heathwiiod. now in hu lutka, wee 
wildly popular. 

''Sure, he'd put hie arm around 
when he talked to yoa But that's 
juat bow he wae very warm and 


very emotional” mid Ray Shahin, a 
(acuity muMcal diiactor. 

"Brathar Heathwood had paopie 
hangmg around huD lika he %*aa the 
Pied Piper of thet achool He wae 
juit io popular. He really waa in a 
dan all 1^ himaelf.” 

Haathe^, raachad on Friday, 
■aid he wae prohibitad from diacuaa- 
ing Mahar’a aUagatmna by hk wpe- 
rion in the Congreption of Ch^- 
tian Brothen of Ireland. 

Heathwood denied that he con- 
feeeed to the chargaa to hie eupari- 
ora, flomething Maher'* lawyer 
claimed, and he denied any wrong¬ 
doing with another former atudent. 
Barbara Zak. 

Zak'a allegatiow — that Heath 
wuod tickled and apanked her — are 
laae aevere than thw of Maher, who 
ckiined that ahe loet the Vilify to 
conceive children bacauee of eainial 
abuae and continuea to Buffer from a 
number of emotional problaraa. 


But Zak and Maher 'i aUegatnoa 
have provoked an arfument among 
formar atudentt and teachaie about 
Heathwood, one difficult to aettie 
bacauae of the two decadaa that 
have elapeed nnee Heathwood 
taught at Biahup Kavney. Moat 
recently, he waa amignad m a Ngh 
achool in Rhode bland. 

“He wae my mvolved with all 

the BUidenta.” aald John Nackg. who 

attended Bkhop Kearney ffum 
1967 to 1971 end had Heathwood in 
math and religion ckeeae 
“The guy bked people. " 

The laenuiit ha* divided many 
who knew Heathwood and Maher 
Nearly everyone agreea that they 
■hared an enthuaiaam for the drama 
chib. Where they are at odde k over 
who ia now telling the truth. 

“Someone muet hr wrong about 
that n^Kinahtp.” uid Shahin. 
"That'* w^ it'e auch an Aroencen 
tragedy.” □ 
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